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TEXT:  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
THEME:  LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor 
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love 
is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they 
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect 
disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now 
these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.  
NIV 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

What a beautiful passage about love!  It has been called Paul’s “Psalm of Love.”  I 
love using it as a wedding sermon text.  But what does it mean?  We use the word 
“love” a lot and I am afraid that our use of it can be rather confusing.   
 
For instance, I do not hesitate to tell you that I love my wife, Laurie.  We have been 
married for 28 years.  She has been my companion, my encourager, my counselor, 
faithful and loving throughout those years and I tell you unashamedly that I love my 
wife. 
 
I also love Bay City.  I love it because it is quiet and safe.  I love it for its festivals 
and bike trails.  I love it for its change of 4 seasons…all in one day.  But most of all, I 
love it because of Trinity Lutheran Church and its people. 
 
Now, even though I used the same word “love” to describe my feelings toward my 
wife and Bay City, I trust you realize that I do not love them in quite the same way. 
 
Our English language is limited.  We use this one word “love” as a catch all for many 
different feelings.  “I love my wife.  I love lemon bars.  I love a sunny day.  I love my 
home.”  Since we use the same word to express all those different emotions, we 
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depend a lot on the people who hear us to put our words through the filter of 
understanding and then arrive at the correct conclusion. 
 
We may even get confused when it comes to the subject of Christian love.  The 
Bible tells us that “God is love” (1 John 4:8), and that I am to “love the Lord my 
God with all my heart” (Mark 12:30).  It tells me to love myself, to love my neighbor, 
and even to love my enemies.   
 
So, what is love, really?  Much of our confusion is because of the limitations of our 
language.  The New Testament was written in Greek.  Greek has 3 very different 
words that usually are all translated as “love” in English, because we don’t have any 
other single English words that would translate them better.  With the help of the 
Holy Spirit, let’s look at these Greek words to help us understand a bit better what 
God is saying when he tells us to LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE. 
 
One of the Greek words for love is “eros.”  We get the word erotic from eros. Eros is 
romantic love.  It is a gift from God, who has a clean heart and pure hands, and he 
says that “It is good.”  God also says that this erotic love is to be shared only by two 
people, husband and wife, male and female who are married to each other, who are 
committed to each other for this life.  When they make that kind of commitment, 
then, as God’s special gift, they are given the privileges of erotic, physical love.  But, 
because of sin, erotic love is selfish, depends on emotions and feelings, and is 
always looking for something that will satisfy its own desires.  This is not the love 
described in 1 Corinthians 13, our text. 
 
Another Greek word translated love is “phileo.”  Phileo is brotherly love. This is what 
you feel for your friends.  This kind of love makes you willing to fight for somebody. It 
oozes with a sense of identity and meaning.  But it’s not unconditional.  Let me 
illustrate.  A young man and woman are sitting next to each other in a restaurant.  
He whispers to her, “I like you.”  She responds, “I like you, too.”  He says, “I like you 
more than I said.”  She responds, “I like you more than I said, too.”  He says, “I love 
you.”  She says, “What?”  He says, “Nothing.”  She says, “No, say it again.”  “Well, 
all right, but don’t laugh.  I love you.”  “I love you, too,” she responds.  Finally comes 
the day when he asks, “Will you marry me?”  “Yes,” she answers.  And they are 
married and live happily ever after…for six weeks.  At the end of six weeks, he says, 
“I’m tired of eating burnt toast.”  She says, “You ought to be in Sudan.  People are 
starving to death in Sudan.  People in Sudan would love a piece of burnt toast.”  
“Well, from some of the meals I’ve had around here lately, I might be better off in 
Sudan.”  “Well then, why don’t you move there?”  “I think I will!” he yells as he walks 
out the door and slams it.  Oh, it may take 10 or 11 weeks or even years to get 
there, but all too often such things happen.  It is not because there is no love in the 
marriage.  There is erotic love and even phileo love.  But phileo love is often 
temporary.  It is a love that says, “I will love you as long as you love me.  I will love 
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you as long as I am getting what I want out of this relationship.”  The Christian life 
needs a deeper love; phileo love is not the love described in 1 Corinthians 13, our 
text. 
 
The Greek word translated love in our text is “agape.”  Agape is totally unselfish.  
Agape is unconditional love.  Agape loves outsiders.  Agape loves those who the 
world sees as complete failures.  When feelings fade, agape persists because it’s 
bigger than feelings.  Agape even loves enemies.  Agape is an absolute giving of 
oneself.  Agape loves, especially when it hurts.  When the Bible says, “God is 
love,” the literal translation would be, “God is agape.”  Agape is the fullest and 
truest form of love.  Agape is bigger than eros.  It’s deeper than phileo.  This is the 
love of God.  And it’s the most powerful thing in the world.  Without a deep 
understanding of agape, none of the Christian experience makes sense. 
 
Agape love caused God the Father to send his own Son to save us from eternal 
damnation.  Agape love caused God the Son to leave his comfortable position in 
heaven and become one of us, to breathe our air, to walk on our ground, to 
experience our life.  Agape love caused God the Son to pick up clay and anoint blind 
eyes and cause them to see.  Agape love caused God the Son to stand by 
mourners and weep at a grave…and then raise the dead to life.  Agape love caused 
God the Son to bless little children.  Agape love caused God the Son to go to the 
cross, to suffer and die for our sins, to rise from the dead to assure us that because 
he lives, we too shall live.  When the Bible says that God is agape love it means that 
God doesn’t love us with a surface type of love, but that he loves us with a self-
sacrificing love, an all-sacrificing love.  God gave himself completely to express his 
love for us. 
 
Agape love is the love that we Christians are to have—not only for our spouses—but 
for one another.  Agape love is the love that Jesus commanded when he told his 
disciples, “My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:12-13).  Paul in his Psalm of Love tells us how to express that beautiful agape 
love in our everyday lives:  “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.  Love never fails.”  Agape love reaches out beyond self and 
touches the lives of those around us, just as Jesus came to give himself for us.  May 
the Holy Spirit help each of us to LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE, to LIVE A LIFE OF AGAPE 
LOVE.  Amen. 
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Almighty, everlasting God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in agape love, accept our praise for 
mightily delivering us from the punishment of our sins.  We praise you for 
having brought us to the knowledge of salvation. 
 
O Lord we confess that in spite of your patience with us, we have been 
impatient with those who still reject you.  We have often failed to demonstrate 
Christian love even toward those who have faith in you.  We have often 
broken our Lord’s commandment to love one another. 
 
For our lack of patience and for our lovelessness, forgive us, O Lord.  As 
members of Christ’s body, as a Church founded on the certainty of his 
resurrection, we have often failed to show the world that we are governed by 
your love.  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Send us your Holy Spirit that we may be perfected in love and show true 
agape love—love that is unconditional, love that is self-giving and self-
sacrificing, love like yours—in our everyday lives. 
 
Lord we join with Jim and Cindy Schlosser in celebrating their love for you and 
for each other.  With Jim and Cindy we thank you for the 41 years of your 
blessings on their marriage.  We thank you for hearing and answering our 
prayers on Jim’s behalf as he battles cancer.  Be with Jim and Cindy in the 
future as you have been in the past, and continue to fill their hearts and their 
home with your love. 
 
Lord we also pray for the young believers who will publicly confirm their faith in 
you here at church next Sunday.  You have blessed their training and 
instruction in your Word, so that they now look forward to their confirmation 
and to receiving your Holy Communion.  We pray that you would pour out your 
Holy Spirit on their hearts and minds as they continue to study your Word, so 
they may truly love and fear you, confess their faith joyfully and boldly , and 
with their lips and their lives glorify you, their faithful God and Lord, through 
Jesus Christ, their Savior and ours.  Amen. 
 
 


